[A case of mediastinal malignant lymphoma; 16 years follow up after surgery].
A 32-year-old female was admitted to our hospital on September 1976 because of left mediastinal mass shadows on chest roentgenogram. Needle biopsy studies provided no definitive diagnosis, and exploratory operation was carried out through left postero-lateral thoracotomy. Two large masses were seen in the mediastinum and five small tumors were seen on the diaphragm. All of these masses were removed. Histopathological examination of the tumors indicated non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, diffuse small cell type. Radiation therapy was carried out postoperatively, but chemotherapy could not continue because of side effect. Eight years after surgical therapy, recurrence was seen at left parietal pleura, ten years at peritoneum, twelve years at left parietal pleura, thirteen years at upper mediastinal lymph node, 16 years at post-peritoneal space. These tumors disappeared after radiation therapy. She is doing well seventeen years after the surgery.